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Introduction.

• Increasing population of incarcerated older adults (aging offenders) 
inside institutions

• While strategies are in place to support aging offenders within 
institutions, relatively little attention has been directed to 
understanding community reintegration of older parolees

• In 2018, Trent University created a new collaboration looking at the 
issues of community reintegration of aging offenders (CRAO)

• This presentation will examine the projects created by a community-
based collaboration



Community-Based Collaboration.

• No Place to Call Home Symposium at Trent 
University – Feb 22 2018

• Examined the challenges of senior parolees in 
the community and long-term care facilities 

• Collaborators from symposium formed the 
CRAO committee to help inform future projects  



Project Trajectories.

Gaps in Knowledge Report
To establish a base of knowledge about key gaps and how to move forward to enhance the work of 
CSC, CACs, and community reintegration services. 

OBJECTIVES
• Provide a background on the community reintegration of aging offenders literature
• Showcase expert perspectives on the community reintegration of aging offenders
• Outline the frontline knowledge of the barriers, issues and solutions to the community 

reintegration of aging offenders 

Community Reintegration of Aging Offenders (CRAO) Pilot Project
To examine the experiences of aging male offenders as they transition from correctional institutions into the 
community, and to better understand the organizational structure and approach of a CRAO innovation. 

OBJECTIVES
• Document the issues, challenges and opportunities of community reintegration of aging 

offenders, and
• Establish the conceptual and methodological foundations for a multi-jurisdictional 

CRAO research project across Canada. 



What We Know From the Literature.

Population inside institutions is aging

• 25% of inmates in Canadian correctional facilities over 50
• Increased 50% over last decade

Challenges of incarceration

• Social (bullying, mobility, loss of freedom)
• Medical (arthritis, depression, dementia, etc.)

Issues and challenges of community reintegration 
of aging offenders

• Social (stigma, finances, support, housing)
• Medical (access to healthcare)

Gap in contemporary literature surrounding the community 
reintegration of aging offenders 



What We Know From Frontline Knowledge.

Perspectives from 40 symposium attendees 
outlined the following:

Challenges of community reintegration 
of aging offenders

• Stigma

• Access to long-term care 

• Access to housing

• Lack of community supports and skills

Solutions to address the issues and barriers 

• Aging offender specific community residential facility 

• Increase in release planning

• Public education



CRAO Pilot Project.

CRAO Innovation 

• Haley House

• Established in 2016

• CSC contracted community residential facility

• 10 beds

• Provides specialized support for men facing serious chronic physical 

and mental health issues, or impending end of life



Research Design.

Qualitative interviews (N=20)

• Haley House residents (N=6)

• Haley House staff (N=7)

• Stakeholders – parole, community chaplaincy, LHIN, PSW, CAC, police (N=7) 

Interviews with residents 

• Experiences of community reintegration (barriers, challenges, supports)

Interviews with staff and stakeholders

• Development of Haley House, its connection with local partners and its role 
within the local community



Experiences of Community Reintegration.

Continuum of Reintegration

“There’s no planning. Not one iota. Even when there is programming, it’s always left to the 

last minute and maybe you’ll get it, maybe you won’t.” – Charlton, Haley House Resident

Supports and Relationships 

“They got you thinking about the outside and got you used to what was going on”  

– Jim, Haley House Resident 

Stigma

“People hear sex offender and they hear murderer. They’re not seeing them for the human 

being they’ve become since they’ve been out of jail. The fact that they still have a soul and 

have the right to proper care.” – PRS Staff 



CRAO Innovation.

Transitional Housing

“For some of these guys, it’s not a final place. We’ve had guys go out and live on their own, 
but for some guys, it’s a stepping stone to either long-term care or death because those are 
what their options are.” – Staff at Haley House 

Partnerships

“It’s been a team effort right from the word go…It’s something as simple as Dr. Friesen being 
here. Without that, this wouldn’t be happening.” – Staff at Haley House

Community Education

“Educating the community. That’s the big piece that we’re trying to do and it continues to be 
a challenge and it always will be…There’s always the stigma related to people who have been 
in jail.” – CAC Stakeholder



Discussion.

What the literature and frontline knowledge tell us

• Challenges of incarceration for older adults 

• Gap in our understanding of community reintegration

What the experiences and CRAO innovation tell us

• Reintegration begins on the inside

• Importance of the community 

Contributions to research, policy and practice

Challenges of doing CRAO research

Next steps
• Examining CRAO innovations across Canada and in international settings



Conclusion.

“It’s the next best thing to being home… 

I feel good. I feel free.” 

- Oscar, Haley House Resident 
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